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Parents,

For the past three months we have been exploring the Fruits of the Spirit and how they matter to us as parents. Very appropriately, this month we will look at PATIENCE. Listed in Galatians 5:22-23, these verses remind us that those of us who have accepted
Jesus Christ into our lives have received the Holy Spirit. As Christ-followers, our desire should be to become more and more like Him.
Many have joked, “Don’t pray for patience or God will put you through the wringer!” The way God often teaches us something is
to allow us to experience it for ourselves. I don’t know about you, but I sense God teaching me patience daily - even hourly! - through this
Covid-19 pandemic. My life is very different than it was just a few weeks ago. Suddenly I’m a homeschooling mom. My job looks very
different than it did when we met in person. I can’t frequent my favorite restaurants or go on a date with my husband. I can’t visit my
grandparents. The bridge on US 68 is closed. This list could go on forever. I felt like I could handle one, maybe two of these on my own.
But add a pandemic, economic uncertainty and the above list, and I realize how much I need God right now.
Remember, you are not alone either. As we face these trials, let us allow the Holy Spirit to fill us with His patience to homeschool
our kids, to work from home, to accept the many changes going on around us. Let us be spirit-filled people who are looking to God at this
time, patient with our surroundings, our families and even ourselves. We have an awesome opportunity to declare to the world that our
trust is in Him alone!

-Carrie
No one really knows what to expect. When will we go back to work? When will the restaurants open again? When can we attend church
all together? Of course the most pressing question might be, “When can I have some of Randy’s coffee again?” Yes, I understand, many
of you were looking forward to our 5th Sunday on March 29th simply because of the coffee. Please don’t worry, I am making sure that
plenty of coffee is roasted and summarily consumed before it would ever go bad!
Seriously though, there are a lot of things that are up in the air. We are “doing church” in all new ways, and we are discovering some
advantages and disadvantages to that. After our first week of “online church” Shirley sent me a reminder of an incredible verse that I have
found comfort in many times: 2 Chronicles 7:14 – “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” Shirley even
mentioned that it was probably a bit out of context, but helpful in our time nonetheless. In this passage God is telling Solomon that there
can be relief from whatever calamity God might bring on the earth if his people will simply pray. I do not want to jump to the assumption
that God is causing this current situation, but God is calling his people to pray, even in this situation. The healing we are looking for isn’t
necessarily physical. There is a spiritual healing, and awakening that needs to happen in this land, and this is the time we should be
praying for that.
What does God tell us to do?
Humble yourself – Recognize that you do not have the power to get through this on your own. It isn’t by your wisdom, your strength, or
your own will power. Recognize that God is in control.
Pray – I mentioned this on Sunday. Use this time with so many distractions removed to go before God in prayer regularly. If you have not
had a regular prayer life, this is the time to start!
Seek God’s face – Our second sermon in the “Dangerous Prayers” series was “Speak to Me.” Ask God to speak to you through his Word,
through prayer, and through other believers.
Turn from wicked ways – This can of course can also be that word “repent.” Turn away from your sin and walk away from it. When you
lay it before God don’t go picking it back up.
God wants to hear from you! He wants to heal this land and he has sent his Son Jesus to do just that. We have an incredible opportunity
to be the church in this uncertain time! Pray that God would heal this land, and go do your part to help this land see him!
“See” you Sunday!
Randy
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Serving the Month of April
Communion Meditation:
Apr. 5 - Larry Cox
Apr. 12 - Chris Leuthold
Apr. 19 - Rick Marshall
Apr. 26 - Steve Carver
Communion Preparation: Gary Anderson

Greeters:
1st Service & Sunday School
Apr. 5
- Mike & Sandy Gleason
Apr. 12 & 19 - Sarah Dearth & Jan Lawrence
Apr. 26
- Brad & Deb Hays
2nd Service
Apr. 5
- Gideon & Erica Fisher
Apr. 12 & 19 - AJ & Megan Freed
Apr. 26
- Tyler & Ashley Gleason
Praise Team Singers: Jen B., Andy C., Jodi H.

Car Parker: Jason Bormuth
1st Service Song Leader: Rick Marshall
Overhead: 1st Service - Marsha Desgranges
2nd Service - Joe Carver

April Birthdays
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Delbert Henry
Jan Lawrence
Lance Dear
Clarice Henry
Dan Hulihan

Roger & Elaine Dirmeyer
April 6, 1974
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Grant Marshall
Levi Rausch
Stephanie Bame
Brandy Hobensack
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Alayna Mueller
Hunter Rausch
John Wagner
Jessica Boehm

April Anniversaries
Harrison & Hazel Underwood
April 19, 1952

Bill & Tonya Smith
April 20, 1996

Bethel’s Food Packing Event
for Lifeline has been postponed
until further notice. Lifeline has
Want to get your offering to the church? temporarily halted all food
Or give a much needed donation to the packing events until further
Christian Children’s Home of Ohio? Try
notice.
using online or mobile giving. For more
information contact Janet Marshall.
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Fred Evans
Dana Desgranges
Robyn Flick
Brooke Desgranges
Kevin Eikenbary

Jerry & Paula Hall
April 24, 1971

The Peanut Butter Collection
Drive for Haiti has been extended
until the end of April. Please
continue to collect peanut butter
over the next month. If you need
to bring it to the church please
leave it under the carport.

Lance & Taylor Dear
April 27, 2017

The Bethel Board Members
approved a $1,000 donation to
the Christian Children’s Home
of Ohio. If you would like to
give to CCHO send a note to
Janet
Marshall
indicating
CCHO donation.

