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Step Right Up
I was just looking at my calendar to see what we had coming up as a family during August, and
the thing that sticks out the most is the Hardin County Fair. For several years my family was
heavily involved in breeding rabbits, and the fair meant long days at the rabbit barn, and often
leaving the older kids there to be picked up later in the evening. I haven’t experienced the fairs
around here yet, but over in Richland County the animal barns are very separate from most of the
midway rides and attractions. The atmosphere around the fair changed most days after the sun
went down. I remember giving my girls strict instructions to stay around the animal barns after
sunset. Many of the “carnies” were unsavory characters, but even worse was the way that people
would begin to act as they gathered to eat fair food and play the games on the midway. It was not
uncommon to read about a fight that the Sheriff would have to break up at the fairgrounds, or to
hear groups yelling back and forth at each other. It just wasn’t a place I wanted my teenage girls
hanging out alone. I didn’t want them impacted by the attitudes and messiness of the county fair
night life.
Unfortunately, I think we have the same attitude in the church sometimes. We don’t want our
idyllic setting ruined by some unsavory characters that might impact those around us. Yet, Jesus
has told us that those are the ones that we are supposed to be reaching out to. In Luke 7 a “Sinful
Woman” was in the home where Jesus was dining with a Pharisee, and not only did Jesus not send
her away, he allowed worship from her and told her that her sins were forgiven. Luke 19:10 says,
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
When we consider Jesus’ words to the “sheep and goats” in Matthew 25, we hear him say to the
sheep, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to
me.” But to the goats he said, “I was hungry and you have me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me.” “‘Truly I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least
of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
Are we following Jesus commands in our lives, and in our church? Are we welcoming the lost and
the least? Are we serving them with the love of Christ?
This fair season, you will probably see a lot of sheep and goats…pay attention to how God wants
you to love!
See you on Sunday!
Randy

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Bethel Game Day· Sunday, September 16th
Show your team colors and enjoy a team meal!
Be watching for more details. #TEAMBETHEL

Saturday, August 4th · RSVP with Garrett

Back to school donations will be collected for the
Red Sands Christian School in Winslow, Arizona
through Lifeline Christian Mission. The school is
relocating to a new building closer to town and is
expecting an increase in enrollment.

Items needed are listed in the foyer and should be
brought in by Sunday, August 26th. Monetary
donations are also being accepted to cover the
cost of shipping and miscellaneous school
supplies.
If you have any questions, or would like to donate
financially, please see Angela Carver. Thank you
for your help!

BOX TOP$ for Education
In the foyer you will find a box for collecting the box top labels that you find on a variety
of food and household products. This collection will be saved to benefit the Lifeline
School in Arizona. If you have any questions, please see Angela Carver or learn more
about box tops for education at www.boxtops4education.com.

Helping people become fully devoted
followers of Jesus Christ.
www.WeAreBethel.cc
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6:30am - Prayer Time
at Arby’s in Bluffton

3:00pm - Bethel
Teens to Rock the
Lake Concert

5

6

7

8

9

Regular Sunday Services

7:00pm Elders’ Meeting

6:00pm Bethel Teens
Bible Study

6:30am - Prayer Time
at Arby’s in Bluffton

1:00pm - Bethel
Teens Summer
Finale
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15

Regular Sunday Services

7:30pm Board Meeting

6:00pm Bethel Teens
Bible Study

6:30am - Prayer Time
at Arby’s in Bluffton
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20
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22

Regular Sunday Services

26

YOUTH SUNDAY
9am - Sunday School
10am - Worship with the
Mike Lee Band

SAT

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

6:30am - Prayer Time
at Arby’s in Bluffton

27

28

29
6:30am - Prayer Time
at Arby’s in Bluffton

6pm - URGE 2018

Serving the Month of August
Communion Meditation:
Aug. 5 - Brad Cox
Aug. 12 - Jared Underwood
Aug. 19 - Rick Marshall
Aug. 26 - Adam Carver
Car Parker: Jason Bormuth
Jr. Church Teachers:
1st Service - Janet Marshall
2nd Service - Brandy Cox, Jared Underwood
Greeters:
1st Service & Sunday School
Aug. 5 & 12 - Mike & Sandy Gleason
Aug. 19 & 26 - Mike & Janet Meeker
2nd Service
Aug. 5 & 12 - Randy & Tami Waller
Aug. 19 & 26 - Steve & Angie Carver
Overhead:
1st Service - Robin Bame
2nd Service - Joe Carver

Communion Preparation: Dave Bame
Nursery:
1st Service
Aug. 5 - Pegg Powell
Aug. 12 - Susan Stuart, Dana Desgranges
Aug. 19 - Robin Bame, Rylie Bame
Aug. 26 - Katey Stuart, Kyley Stuart
Sunday School
Aug. 5 Aug. 12 - Jami Underwood, Connie Anderson
Aug. 19 - Jami Underwood, Tonya Kerber
Aug. 26 - Dana Desgranges, Ally Richardson
2nd Service
Aug. 5 - Jennifer Jamison, Tami Waller
Aug. 12 - Judy Klingler, Rebekah Allen
Aug. 19 - Whitney Rossman, Brodie Boone
Aug. 26 - Katie Fry

Thank You for Serving!
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